


Discovering the New Testament Principle 
of an Old Testament Law

:ULWHU��5REHUW�6LPPV
0DODFKL�����

)HZ� WKHRORJLFDO� LVVXHV� DUH�GHEDWHG� DV�SDVVLRQDWHO\� DV�ZKHWKHU� RU�QRW� WLWKLQJ� LV� H[SHFWHG�RI� WKH�
&KULVWLDQ��7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�GHPDQGHG�WLWKLQJ�RI�,VUDHOLWHV��,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��KRZHYHU��WKH�
DSRVWOHV�H[SHQGHG�TXLWH�D�ELW�RI�HIIRUW�H[SODLQLQJ�KRZ�XQGHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�LQ�&KULVW��SHRSOH�
ZHUH�QRW�UHTXLUHG�DQ\PRUH�WR�SHUIRUP�QXPHURXV�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�ROG�FRYHQDQW��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��DOO�VDFULÀFHV�ZHUH�HQGHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�WKH�/DPE�RI�*RG�

7LWKLQJ��EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�SDUW�RI�-HZLVK�/DZ��PRVW�FHUWDLQO\�ZDV�DIIHFWHG�E\�-HVXV·�PHVVLDQLF�ZRUN��
%XW�KRZ"��2QH�NH\�WR�WKH�SODFH�RI�WKH�/DZ�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�OLYLQJ�LV�WKDW�WKH�/DZ��RQFH�ZULWWHQ�RQ�VWRQH��
LV�QRZ�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�KHDUWV�RI�EHOLHYHUV��HQDEOLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�WR�IXOÀOO�*RG·V�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�
LQVLGH�RXW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH�LQ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZKDW�ZDV�RQFH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�XQGHU�/DZ��
KDV�EHFRPH�PRWLYDWLRQ�XQGHU�JUDFH��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZRUNV�LQVLGH�WKH�KHDUW�WR�FUHDWH�ERWK�WKH�GHVLUH�
DQG�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�REH\�WKH�/RUG�

7KLV�NH\�WKRXJKW�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�ZKLOH�WLWKLQJ�LV�QRW�UHTXLUHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�LW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW��LW�KDV�EHHQ�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�D�SULQFLSOH��WHDFKLQJ�SURSRUWLRQDWH�DQG�VDFULÀFLDO�JLYLQJ��,W�
KDG�DOVR�EHFRPH�WKH�VLOHQW�EHQFKPDUN�RI�JLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�*RG��3XW�DQRWKHU�ZD\��ORRNLQJ�DW�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WHDFKHV�DERXW�WLWKLQJ�IURP�$EUDKDP�WR�0DODFKL��´WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�WHQWK�
VKRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�LQLWLDO�JXLGHOLQH�IRU�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�JLYLQJ�µ�

:H�QHHG�WR�KDYH�D�&KULVWLDQ�YLHZ�RI�WLWKLQJ��JRLQJ�EH\RQG�D�GRFWULQDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WR�SXW�LQWR�
SUDFWLFH�ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�OHVVRQ�LV�WR�OHW�WKH�VFULSWXUH�VSHDN�WR�XV�DERXW�WKH�FKDO�
OHQJH�RI�JLYLQJ³XVLQJ�WKH�WLWKH�DV�D�EHQFKPDUN��7KH�FKDOOHQJH�LV�WR�EH�DQ�HQFRXUDJHU��WLWKH�

:H�EHJLQ�ZLWK�D�VFULSWXUDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�IDPLOLDU�SDVVDJH�IURP�0DODFKL�
�����+&6%����´%ULQJ�WKH�IXOO����SHUFHQW�LQWR�WKH�VWRUHKRXVH�VR�WKDW�WKHUH�PD\�EH�IRRG�LQ

0\�KRXVH��7HVW�0H�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�µ�VD\V�WKH�/RUG�RI�+RVWV��´6HH�LI�,�ZLOO�QRW�RSHQ�
WKH�ÁRRGJDWHV�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�SRXU�RXW�D�EOHVVLQJ�IRU�\RX�ZLWKRXW�PHDVXUHµ

,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�VFROGLQJ�WKDW�0DODFKL�ZDV�JLYLQJ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV��WKLV�YHUVH�JDYH�WKHP�D�UHPDUN�
DEOH�UHDVRQ�IRU�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��7KURXJK�WKH�SURSKHW��*RG�ZDV�WHOOLQJ�WKHP�WR�UHVSRQG�SHQLWHQWO\�
WR�KLV�ZDUQLQJV��%XW�KH�SURPLVHG�WKHP�WKDW�LI�WKH\�ZRXOG�REH\��KH�ZRXOG�UHVWRUH�WKHP�DQG�EOHVV�
WKHP��,Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�SDVVDJH��0DODFKL�VDLG�WKDW�LI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�WLWKH��JRRG�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�
KDSSHQ�WR�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�QDWLRQ��7KDW�ZDV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�QHZV�

6RPHWLPHV�SHRSOH�WKLQN�RI�WLWKLQJ�LQ�D�QHJDWLYH�ZD\��DV�D�VWDQGDUG�RI�JLYLQJ�WKDW�LV�SDLQIXO�WR�PHHW�
DQG�KDUG�WR�PDLQWDLQ��,Q�DW�OHDVW�IRXU�ZD\V��WKLV�PHVVDJH�LQ�0DODFKL�OHDGV�XV�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WLWKLQJ�
LV�D�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�D�VRXUFH�RI�JUHDW�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�



The Circle of the Tithe
)LUVW��0DODFKL�OLQNHG�WLWKLQJ�WR�DQWLFLSDWHG�EOHVVLQJV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�WR�UHJDUG�
WKH�WHQWK�DV�D�JLIW�RI�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�LQVWHDG�RI�D�SD\PHQW�RI�GHEW�
6RPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�KHDUG�VLQFH�FKLOGKRRG�WKDW�\RX�´SD\�WKH�WLWKH�µ�%XW�WKH�XVXDO�YHUE�SDLUHG�ZLWK�
´WLWKHVµ�ZDV�´EULQJ�µ�2QO\�WZR�SODFHV�GRHV�WKH�%LEOH�VD\�RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�WKH\�´SD\�WKH�WLWKH�µ�DQG�LQ�
QHLWKHU�SODFH�GRHV�WKH�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJH�DFWXDOO\�KDYH�WKH�ZRUG�IRU�´SD\�µ

:H�PD\�FDOO�WKH�HQWLUH�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�%LEOH·V�WHDFKLQJ�DERXW�WLWKLQJ��´7KH�&LUFOH�RI�WKH�7LWKH�µ��EH�
FDXVH�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�JRHV�IXOO�FLUFOH�DURXQG�D�FHQWUDO�SULQFLSOH��

���7KDQNVJLYLQJ�%HFDPH�D�7LWKH���*HQHVLV���������
7KH�EHJLQQLQJ�SRLQW�RQ�WKLV�&LUFOH�RI�WKH�7LWKH�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�LQVWDQFH�RI�WLWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��
$EUDKDP·V�JLYLQJ�D�WHQWK�RI�KLV�VSRLOV�WR�0HOFKL]HGHN��.LQJ�RI�6DOHP��$EUDKDP�KDG�ZRQ�
D�VPDOO�ZDU�DJDLQVW�UXWKOHVV�NLQJV��DQG�WR�H[SUHVV�KLV�JUDWLWXGH�WR�*RG��KH�JDYH�WR�*RG·V�
SULHVW��0HOFKL]HGHN��D�WLWKH��+H�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR��KH�ZDQWHG�WR��+LV�JUDQGVRQ�-DFRE�ODWHU�SURP�
LVHG�D�WHQWK�DV�KLV�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�JUDWLWXGH�LQ�DGYDQFH��IRU�*RG·V�OHDGLQJ�DQG�SURYLVLRQ��*HQ��
����������

���7LWKLQJ�%HFDPH�WKH�/DZ���'HXWHURQRP\������
,I�WKH�ÀUVW�SRLQW�RQ�WKH�&LUFOH�RI�WKH�7LWKH�LV����R·FORFN��WKH�VHFRQG�SRLQW�LV���R·FORFN��UHSUH�
VHQWLQJ�*RG·V�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�,VUDHO��JLYLQJ�WKHP�WKH�/DZ�E\�0RVHV��7KH�/DZ�
VHW�VWDQGDUGV�RI�FRQGXFW��QRW�RQO\�SURKLELWLQJ�ZKDW�ZDV�ZURQJ��EXW�DOVR� WHDFKLQJ�ZKDW�
ZDV�ULJKW��$PRQJ�WKHVH�UHJXODWLRQV��*RG�SXW�LQWR�/DZ�WKH�DQFLHQW�SUDFWLFH�RI�WLWKLQJ��VHW�
E\�WKH�SDWULDUFKV��7KH�WHQWK�EHFDPH�WKH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�JLYLQJ�WR�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKH�WHPSOH��
ZKLFK�VXSSRUWHG�ZRUVKLS�DV�ZHOO�DV�EHQHYROHQFH��3DXO�ODWHU�ZURWH�WKDW�WKH�/DZ�ZDV�QRW�
VXSSRVHG�WR�EULQJ�SHRSOH�WR�*RG��EXW�WR�VKRZ�WKHP�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�GHSDUWHG�IURP�*RG��
&RQVHTXHQWO\��*RG·V�/DZ�RI�WLWKLQJ�ZDV�QRW�D�́ VWHS�WR�KHDYHQ�µ�EXW�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�SHRSOH·V�
REHGLHQFH�RU�GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�*RG�

7KH�6\PEROLF�&HQWHU�RI�7LWKLQJ�²�+HEUHZV�������
%HIRUH�PRYLQJ�RQ�WR�WKH�WKLUG�SRLQW�RQ�WKH�FLUFOH�RI�WKH�7LWKH��ZH�PXVW�UHDOL]H�ZKDW�WKH�V\P�
EROLF�FHQWHU�RI�LW�LV��WKH�À[HG�SRLQW�DURXQG�ZKLFK�WLWKLQJ�²�DW�DQ\�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\�²�UHYROYHV��
4XLWH�VLPSO\��LW�LV�VXUUHQGHU�WR�&KULVW���*HQHVLV����UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�ÀUVW�WLWKH�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�
WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�WKH�*RG�ZKRP�$EUDKDP�VHUYHG�ZLWK�KLV�ZKROH�OLIH���,Q�/HYLWLFXV�����WKH�
/DZ�UHTXLUHG�WLWKLQJ�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�REHGLHQFH�VLJQLI\LQJ�*RG·V�WRWDO�RZQHUVKLS���+HEUHZV���
LQWHUSUHWV�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV��SRLQWLQJ�WR�0HOFKL]HGHN�DV�D�V\PERO�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG�WHDFK�
LQJ�XV�WKDW�WKH�WLWKH�ZDV�D�V\PERO�RI�VXUUHQGHU�WR�WKH�JUHDW�+LJK�3ULHVW�DQG�3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH�
WR�FRPH��.LQJ�-HVXV��&OHDUO\��WLWKLQJ�ZDV�DERXW�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH��



���7KH�/DZ�%HFDPH�)XOÀOOHG���0DWWKHZ�����
$W���R·FORFN�RQ�WKH�&LUFOH�RI�WKH�7LWKH�ZH�ÀQG�WKH�GLYLGLQJ�SRLQW�LQ�KLVWRU\³WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�

&KULVW��,Q�&KULVW��WKH�/DZ�EHFDPH�IXOÀOOHG��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�/DZ�RI�WLWKLQJ��7R�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�WKDW�
PHDQW��ZH�KDYH�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WLWKLQJ�ZDV�SDUW�RI�ERWK�WKH�V\PEROLF�/DZ�DQG�DOVR�WKH�WUDQVFHQGHQW�
/DZ�RI�*RG��,W�ZDV�D�V\PEROLF�VXUUHQGHU�WR�&KULVW�EHIRUH�+LV�FRPLQJ��DV�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ��EXW�LW�ZDV�
DOVR�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�RI�*RG·V�QHYHU�FKDQJLQJ�RZQHUVKLS�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��DQG�LW�H[SUHVVHG�D�VXU�
UHQGHU�WR�WKH�.LQJ�RI�.LQJV�WKDW�ZDV�QHYHU�WR�HQG��:KHQ�&KULVW�IXOÀOOHG�WKH�/DZ��WKHUHIRUH��KH�GLG�
QRW�FDQFHO�WKH�SULQFLSOH�HPERGLHG�LQ�LW��,I�DQ\WKLQJ��*RG·V�SHRSOH�JR�EH\RQG�WKH�/DZ�

���7LWKLQJ�%HFDPH�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�����&RULQWKLDQV����
$W���R·FORFN�RQ�WKH�&LUFOH��ZH�KDYH�ZKDW�WLWKLQJ�KDV�EHFRPH�WR�WKH�&KULVWLDQ��WLWKLQJ�KDV�

EHFRPH�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�RQFH�DJDLQ����&RULQWKLDQV�LV�FOHDU�LQ�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ·V�JLYLQJ�LV�QRW�
WR�EH�GULYHQ�E\�REOLJDWLRQ�RU�JXLOW��,W�LV�WR�FRPH�RXW�RI�D�GHFLVLRQ�PDGH�LQ�WKH�KHDUW��3DXO�WDXJKW�WKLV�
WUXWK�YLJRURXVO\�LQ�VHYHUDO�SODFHV��VHH�5RP�������DQG�*DO������������2QH�RI�KLV�JUHDWHVW�GR[RORJLHV�LV�
��&RU��������´7KDQNV�EH�WR�*RG�IRU�KLV�LQGHVFULEDEOH�JLIW�µ�7KH�EHVW³LQ�IDFW��WKH�RQO\�DSSURSULDWH³
PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�&KULVWLDQ�]HDO��LQ�JLYLQJ�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH��LV�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WR�*RG��&RQVLGHULQJ�
WKH�XQIDWKRPDEOH�JLIW�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��FDQ�DQ\�RI�XV�HYHU�JLYH�KLP�HQRXJK�WR�UHSD\�KLP"�'R�\RX�
WKLQN�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�FRQYLQFH�DQ\RQH�WKDW�LW�LV�ÀWWLQJ�IRU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�WR�JLYH�OHVV�XQGHU�JUDFH�WKDQ�
WKH�-HZ�ZDV�UHTXLUHG�WR�JLYH�XQGHU�/DZ"

7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH��GRFWULQDOO\��LV�WKDW�WLWKLQJ�ZDV��DQG�LV��D�V\PERO�RI�WRWDO�VXUUHQGHU�WR�WKH�
/RUG��:KHQ�D�&KULVWLDQ�WLWKHV��LW�LV�QRW�DQ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�DFW��,W�LV�YHU\�PXFK�D�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DFW�
RI�VXUUHQGHU�WR�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�GLHG�DQG�URVH�WR�VDYH�XV�IURP�VLQ�DQG�HWHUQDO�GDUNQHVV��7KH�ÀUVW�HQ�
FRXUDJHPHQW�WKDW�WLWKLQJ�DFFRPSOLVKHV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�GHHS�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WLWKHU�KLPVHOI��,W�HQFRXUDJHV�
KLP�WR�VHH�JLYLQJ�WR�*RG�DV�D�ZD\�WR�WKDQN�+LP��QRW�D�SOR\�WR�SOHDVH�+LP�

For a complete explanation of the Circle of the Tithe, see Ventures in Stewardship, published by 
the South Carolina Baptist Convention, available from www.scbaptist.org as Stewardship God’s 
Way, or from www.mobaptist.org and kybaptist.org as Ventures in Stewardship.
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